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Division 15: Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation — Service 1, Asian Engagement, $109 324 000 — 

Mr I.C. Blayney, Chair. 

Mr P.C. Tinley, Minister for Asian Engagement. 

Ms R. Brown, Director General. 

Ms C. Ginbey, Executive Director, Infrastructure and Land Planning. 

Mr S. Melville, Director, Corporate Services. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIR: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be available 
the following day. It is the intention of the Chair to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and 
answered and that both questions and answers are short and to the point. The estimates committee’s consideration 
of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which a vote of money is proposed in the 
consolidated account. Questions must be clearly related to a page number, item, program or amount in the current 
division. Members should give these details in preface to their question. If a division or service is the responsibility 
of more than one minister, a minister shall be examined only in relation to their portfolio responsibilities. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee rather than asking that the question 
be put on notice for the next sitting week. I ask the minister to clearly indicate what supplementary information he 
agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek 
the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the principal clerk by Friday, 31 May 2019. I caution 
members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the question on notice 
through the online questions system. 

I give the call to the member for Churchlands. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I refer the minister to page 190 of budget paper No 2, volume 1. Paragraph 8 refers to 
international education, trade and investment. The minister is aiming to implement an international engagement 
strategy to increase the number of international students coming to Perth. I note that the number of international 
students commencing study in Western Australia fell by 12 per cent, or 1 300 students, in the year immediately after 
the McGowan government had Western Australia removed as a regional migration centre, which some pundits say 
has cost this state’s economy more than $50 million. How does the minister expect to turn that around and improve 
international student numbers to above what they were before the McGowan government came into power? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: From the outset, I might start by talking about this portfolio. My responsibility in this portfolio 
is around Asian engagement. For the benefit of those who are not quite sure what that means, I am the minister 
supporting the Premier in business development by another name or the state of Western Australia in the Asian 
market. I have an interest in many lanes. Although specific strategies such as this one are not within my ministerial 
line of sight, they are not outside my area of interest. I know that the Premier fielded some questions on this 
yesterday. I am going to rely on his answers, save and except to say that the issue around international student 
attraction is significant for the state’s future for a range of reasons. Firstly, it is a conduit into emerging markets. 
I refer to the agency’s recent trip to Vietnam to engage a local employee for the purposes of developing that 
strategy to increase the flow of Vietnamese international students. That is important for two reasons: firstly, it 
starts a conversation about a relationship between Western Australia and a hitherto untapped market; and, 
secondly, it creates a diversified market approach. A fundamental plank of the Asian engagement intention is to 
make sure that we look at emerging markets. Places like Vietnam and the middle-power countries with 
a 6.5 per cent growth in gross domestic product are a fundamentally important opportunity for us away from the 
three major trading partners of Korea, Japan and China. I will rely on the answers that the Premier gave yesterday 
and leave it at that. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The minister said in his answer that one of his key focus areas is to increase the number 
of Vietnamese international students coming to Western Australia. Given that Western Australia has been removed 
as a regional migration centre, how does the minister think not having that regional migration status will impact 
on his efforts? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I have not contemplated that too much. This is about my experience and how I see those 
markets. It was not raised with me when I engaged with those markets or certainly when I was travelling. No 
doubt, the Premier has a particular focus, as does the relevant minister, the Minister for Education and Training, 
Sue Ellery, who is responsible for StudyPerth and that strategy. The assessment at this stage is that the demand is 
so great that there is a niche within that that is not reliant on the skilled migration arrangements or what the member 
is actually talking about, which is the post-training, post-qualification potential for employment. This should not 
be confused with the skilled migration allocation for the state. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A — Wednesday, 22 May 2019] 

 p257b-262a 
Chair; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Peter Tinley; Mrs Alyssa Hayden 

 [2] 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The minister mentioned in his answer that the demand is so great; is that the demand 
from the Vietnamese market? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: No, I am talking about all the emerging economies. We know, from a range of different public 
sources with which the member would be familiar, that there is always a thirst for training from a premium 
destination such as Western Australia. In any market statement, there is always room for quality. The quality of 
the tertiary and vocational training sector in Western Australia, not to overuse the cliché, is genuinely world class 
and, certainly, within the region, it is seen that way. 

[8.10 pm] 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: In his answer the minister said that demand is so great because this is such a quality 
destination for international students to come to. Why have we seen a reduction in the number of international 
students coming to Western Australia and not an increase? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I will not speculate on that. Again, that is getting into the detail, unless the director general 
wants to respond. I do not think I can add anything further than what the Premier said. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I need to receive a response from the minister in his capacity as Minister for Asian 
Engagement. I am sure my parliamentary colleagues would have done their best to get a response from the Premier 
in whatever portfolios he held relative to international relations or economics with Asia. However, I am 
specifically interested in the minister’s answer as he is the Minister for Asian Engagement. A key aspect of that 
Asian engagement is the international education strategy in his own budget on page 190. I really am very interested 
in his answer and not the Premier’s about his strategy for increasing the demand for international students to come 
from Vietnam or anywhere else in Asia to study in Western Australia and how he will improve those international 
student numbers as part of his Asian engagement strategy. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: By way of answering that question, I do not have carriage of the international education 
strategy directly. I have an interest in it. My role as the Asian engagement minister is to support the Premier and 
the relevant ministers, in this case the Minister for Education and Training, in the prosecution of that strategy 
where possible. For example, we decided in opposition that an Asian engagement minister would provide 
ministerial representation in Asian markets in our region and raise the opportunity across ministerial portfolios to 
promote these strategies at every chance. This is one. Other strategies relevant to our markets will be announced 
throughout this year. I will give the member another example. When a minister of the Crown travels offshore, they 
carry the intentions of the government as a whole, not necessarily the particular portfolio. Yes, they will have 
specific needs and opportunities. One of my roles is to offer opportunities through the Department of Jobs, 
Tourism, Science and Innovation to the relevant ministers to hold meetings and to promote a range of strategies. 
One minister with one particular portfolio interest is not incapable of holding meetings and encouraging outcomes 
when they are set up across areas outside their portfolio. 

When I was in Vietnam, I travelled with our education representative in that country. I spoke with people from 
education institutions such as RMIT and Murdoch University, who happened to be there at the time, and a few of 
the Vietnamese training institutions, to get further discovery about their needs and wants. I bring that back and 
feed it through JTSI and directly with the minister about what we discovered and what we thought the opportunities 
were. For example, in one of the provinces, Ba Ria Vung Tau, there was a desire to—we did not know this—get 
to a level of memorandum of understanding between that province, one of the 63 provinces of Vietnam, and 
Western Australia. That was unknown to us. I brought that information back. We are considering the potential and 
opportunities inside that MOU for prosecuting the needs of vocational and tertiary education requirements for that 
province. That is just one example. We promote the idea when other ministers travel that when they are in the 
various destinations they use and tap into the alumni of the various universities, particularly those who remain 
active, of former students within those jurisdictions. When the Premier was in China, he held a sundowner event 
for Western Australian alumni. I think in the order of 400 people turned up for that. They had studied at an 
institution here in Western Australia and it was an outstanding opportunity to continue the promotion and build 
the network. My role is across portfolios to find opportunities for all ministers to create the circumstances that will 
meet the end of the strategy. As the member will know, the strategy is the start of the conversation, not the end. 
The tactics are the decisions we make along the way to achieve that strategy. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The minister gave quite an extensive answer that related to the outcomes he tries to 
achieve broadly as the Minister for Asian Engagement on behalf of his cabinet colleagues and the government of 
Western Australia. It led me to think carefully about outcomes and key effectiveness indicators. I know it is 
a separate area of the budget but he was relating quite specifically to what he was trying to do. I notice that in the 
outcome and key effectiveness indicators on page 193, there is nothing to do with Asian engagement. 

When the minister carries out these international visits to Asian countries and engages with universities and 
industry leaders to try to develop Asian engagement, obviously it costs money—taxpayers’ money—for him to go 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A — Wednesday, 22 May 2019] 

 p257b-262a 
Chair; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Peter Tinley; Mrs Alyssa Hayden 

 [3] 

to those countries, to pay for his advisers to go with him and to be housed, fed and watered et cetera. No doubt an 
extensive amount of money is spent there. However, I cannot see in his budget any outcomes or key effectiveness 
indicators for that money to be held accountable to. Can he help me understand why there are no outcomes and 
key effectiveness indicators that outline to the people of Western Australia and us critiquing his performance in 
this estimates committee? Why are there no outcome and key effectiveness indicators? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: The outcomes and key effectiveness indicators the member is talking about are enshrined 
within the international education strategy, which the Premier has already responded to. My role and that of every 
other cabinet minister is entirely consistent with the achievement of that strategy. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Are there any specific outcomes and key effectiveness indicators relating to the 
ministerial portfolio? Let us not forget that. The minister is not a parliamentary secretary to the Premier nor to the 
Minister for Education and Training. He is the Minister for Asian Engagement. Are there any outcomes and key 
effectiveness indicators for that portfolio for the minister to be held accountable to? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Yes, there are. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Where can I find them? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: They are in the international education strategy. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I have to look at another minister’s section of the budget to find your — 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: No, it is a government document for which, as I said, we are all responsible for prosecuting to 
the best of our ability. For example—if I might continue—a trade and investment strategy is due out this year. 
Enshrined in that will be a multi-tiered approach to ensure that we are creating the best set of circumstances for 
trade and investment. It might surprise the member to learn that this government, particularly through the 
machinery-of-government changes—it should be self-evident—intends to have as much as possible a collective 
impact through joined-up policy and processes so that we do not have what was happening in the past in this and 
other jurisdictions whereby ministers travel to these markets prosecuting a singular, narrow focus within their 
particular line of responsibility without carrying the wider message. The international education strategy is one of 
those cases in point that sits as a government objective. Like every other government minister, I am very interested 
to see it be successful, just as tangentially if the member wants to take it that way, the Minister for Transport is 
intimately interested in the precincts arrangements and the residential housing build around Metronet precincts. 
They are not unaligned. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I will finish on this final question, so my colleagues can have some time. 

I bring the minister back to the start of my question regarding item 8 on page 190. Can the minister provide us 
with a copy of his international education strategy? 

[8.20 pm] 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I defer to the director general. 

Ms R. Brown: The international education strategy was released late last year, in 2018. Subsequent to that, 
StudyPerth, which is funded to deliver on the strategy with other government agencies, released an action plan 
earlier this year. There are tangible actions against which StudyPerth and other agencies are measured. Within the 
Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation budget, there is an allocation of approximately $9 million 
over three years towards supporting both the delivery of the actions and broader destination marketing undertaken 
by StudyPerth, including in key Asian markets. It currently has a pilot underway in China to engage digitally with 
a range of interested students, migration agents and others. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Is there a publication of that action plan? 

Ms R. Brown: Yes. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Is that available now? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: It is on the web. 

Ms R. Brown: Both the strategy and the action plan are publicly released. As announced through the budget 
process, additional funding of $4.5 million was provided to enable StudyPerth to implement its plan and secure 
more international students to Perth. As part of that, the universities are also working through their contribution to 
that increased marketing. 

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I refer to page 190 of volume 1 of budget paper No 2 and the international education and 
training investment. Can the minister advise when the Asian engagement strategy will be completed? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Is the member referring to paragraph 8? 
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Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Paragraph 9. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: The Asian engagement strategy is in its final stages. We anticipate it being launched in the 
next month or so—August. 

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: How much has been invested in the Asian engagement strategy to date and how much is 
intended to be invested? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: In developing the strategy? 

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Yes. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I do not have the number on me. 

Ms R. Brown: The strategy has been developed through existing resources within the Department of Jobs, Tourism, 
Science and Innovation, but also in an extensive consultation process.  

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Is there any intention of spending further on that strategy? What is the budget for that 
strategy once completed? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Once we launch it? That is still being determined. There is a range of possible methods of 
funding it, but, again, the strategy is yet to have its full resourcing piece applied to it, so we will have to wait until 
it is closer to August. 

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: So should we expect to see that in the midyear review? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: I would think so, yes. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I refer the minister to page 194 of volume 1 of budget paper No 2, and I note the 
expenditure in 2017–18 and 2019–20 outlined on that page. The minister mentioned earlier a fair bit of engagement 
that he has done overseas in this portfolio on behalf of government. Can he outline the number of trips that were 
undertaken by the minister and the former minister from whom he took over this portfolio, where they were to, 
how much they cost and the outcomes arising from those trips? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I have undertaken only one overseas trip since coming to the portfolio. My original intention 
was, obviously, to do more. Just out of interest, my first port of call was going to be Indonesia, but due to the 
elections, particularly the East Java government elections, that was deferred on advice. I cannot speak for the 
previous minister. That expenditure would have been undertaken in part in this year. I do not have those numbers 
or the detail of his trips. There was another part to the question. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The outcomes. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: The outcomes will be tabled in Parliament in the coming weeks when I table my report. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: As this budget obviously relates to the year ahead, can the minister outline his 
engagement strategy for his overseas visits, where he will visit and what he hopes to achieve? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Yes, absolutely. With the member’s indulgence, I might just step back a bit. It is not so much 
characterised by what trips I take or where I take them, although that is material and I will come to that in 
a moment. Much of the work that has been done to date, and the reason I have not travelled more this year, is due 
to two reasons, one of which is the Asian engagement strategy development, which has involved a significant 
amount of consultation with various groups, target-specific business councils and/or interested stakeholders. We 
have engaged with them in, for example, India, Vietnam, Korea and Indonesia. I have been engaged in all of that. 
One thing we forget about Asian engagement is that some of our best opportunities are with Asian-born 
Western Australians, and that diaspora who live here are significantly connected to their home countries and they 
provide us with a significant amount of intelligence. I spend a lot of my time engaging with the Australia–China 
Council, the Western Australian Chinese Chamber of Commerce and even the Chung Wah Association in the 
China market. That is the basis on which I determine where a range of opportunities happen. Once the Asian 
engagement strategy is launched in August, it will have the hooks, if you like, that will talk about the consequential 
workflows or action plan. It will have a targeted market strategy; that is, outside the three major trading partners 
into those emerging markets, we will have to set priorities, and that will determine the travel arrangements—it is 
not just me; it is across government—which ministers will travel to those markets, what they will do and what else 
they could do. Again, I go back to the point—I belabour this point—that there is no reason why the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food could not have a meeting in a particular destination with a CEO of an airline and talk about 
direct flights. There is nothing wrong with that; it is just about doing business. To be more specific to the question, 
my approach to those destinations and their outcomes will be consequential to the Asian engagement strategy and 
the action plan that comes from it. That is probably the best way I can answer the question. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: In an earlier answer, the minister talked about how Asian engagement has  
a whole-of-government approach, and he just highlighted how another minister can complete some of the 
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outcomes of an engagement strategy. Is the Minister for Asian Engagement the key central point of contact for 
coordinating how ministerial visits will occur? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: No; that is the Premier. He is the sole arbiter of that. He takes advice from JTSI of course, 
but the single coordinating agency in this is JTSI. As the minister supporting the Premier, I make sure that 
I work where he cannot across all those portfolios, particularly through their offices, to make sure we are getting 
joined-up messaging. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: In my engagement with organisations such as the Perth USAsia Centre, which I know 
the minister engages with on a regular basis—some of the international visitors who come to those types of think 
tanks, for want of a better term, and other Asian representatives in Western Australia such as consuls et cetera—
some of the feedback that I have picked up on indicates that the best way for Western Australia to be better received 
by Asian countries is by face-to-face contact with representatives at senior levels. One of the things that they look 
to is Parliament, and, I suppose, parliamentary committees can engage with them. As part of the minister’s 
engagement strategy, is he trying to engage more closely with some of the relevant parliamentary committees so 
that there is a cross-party representation in engagement? 
[8.30 pm] 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: That is absolutely correct, member. Thank you for raising it. Part of the strategy is making 
sure I am seen as a conduit to raising capabilities right across the Parliament. We often lament the lack of attention 
from our business community in getting involved in Asia. It is a difficult business and part of that is making sure 
that parliamentarians are better educated, or educated as best as possible, and therefore better aligned to what the 
opportunities are in our time zone. Under this arrangement, I have had conversations with the Perth USAsia Centre 
and a few of the other larger stakeholders to see whether we can start a parliamentary education program, perhaps 
in sitting weeks. It would be a voluntary program in which members could be exposed to some very high quality 
people that the Perth USAsia Centre brings to town, and other companies. The large trading partners bring very 
senior delegations down. There is no reason that our parliamentarians should not be exposed to it. I will be seeking 
support from the opposition for a program, probably starting midyear and continuing through the next couple of 
years, to make sure that we are offering genuine opportunities for that exposure. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I refer to page 193 of budget paper No 2, volume 1, the first line item under “Service Summary”, 
“Development of Industry Sectors and Facilitate Development”. The figure of $109.324 million in 2019–20 drops to 
$90.156 million in 2020–21. What proportion of that figure is going toward government Asian engagement activities? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: The short answer is: I probably cannot answer that, but I will see if the department can. 
Ms R. Brown: The “Development of Industry Sectors and Facilitate Investment” represents the larger portion of 
the department, excluding tourism. The Asian engagement initiatives, without doing the numbers, would be a very 
small proportion and pretty much focused on two elements—the government’s election commitments around the 
priority sector program for the Association of South-East Asian Nations dialogue conference, and the Asian business 
house, both of which have been progressed. The other point is that a number of resources within the department 
are aligned to delivering on another number of government strategies that also relate to Asia, but the change itself 
would be very minor in the Asian engagement space. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Can I confirm what was just said by the director general? A very small amount of that 
$109.324 million is allocated to Asian engagement. I do not know whether that figure can be provided down the 
track through supplementary information, but the drop going onto the forward estimates will have a very small, 
insignificant impact. 
Ms R. Brown: We will take on notice what proportion relates to specific Asian engagement initiatives, which are 
largely election commitments. It would be quite a small proportion of the larger budget and there would probably 
be minimal change. As I said, the other part relates more to staffing costs within the department that deliver on 
a range of strategies that involve Asian countries. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Can I get that through supplementary information? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Yes. 
The CHAIR: Can the minister define what he is going to provide as supplementary information? 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: The intention is to provide the level of expenditure in the development of industry sectors and 
facilitate investment that relates to Asian engagement. 
[Supplementary Information No A18.] 
The appropriation was recommended. 
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